It is a hackerspace with Chinese characteristics” says .
EiDavid Li, one of the co-founders of China’s first k
hackerspace Xinchejian (literally translated as new
workshop or new factory). This concept invokes China
and its manufacturing sites as an authentic site of
A making, a maker culture that emerges out of necessuty
* .rather than a countercultural tactic. The vision of |
“7IChina’s first hackerspace Xinchejian is to bring
together both “maker cultures,” Chinese expertise in |
ardware manufacturing and countercultural tactics
om the West to rethink and remake what innovation,
ork and production mean on a global scale..
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HAXLRSR is a 15-week mentorship program that
invites foreign hardware-based start-ups to China in
order to realize their ideas in direct collaboration with
.'nanufacturers in regions such as Shenzhen. It’s a
concrete manifestation of the vision to bring together
China’s and Silicon Valley maker culture, and in doing
Wso remake not only DIY production, but also
( ) manufacturing, labor and work. HAXLRBSR illustrates
that hackerspaces are on the verge of transitioning a
- obbyist movement into a mode of living and working
\‘amldst (not against) capitalist production. DIY making
once could have been described as what Rachel Maines
2009) calls a “hedonizing technology.” While DIY and
hardware hacking has traditionally been associated
e with hobbyist practice by geeks eager to hack away on
eekends, HAXLR8R recombines pleasure of
E roductlon with the value of the product.
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