
FIP Diagnostic Fall Quarter 2007 

Reading: Steven Poole, The Origin of Species 

Focus on either of these questions: 

1. How closely can and should video games recreate the real world? 

2. Are video game genres becoming more distinct, or are they merging? 

Write a cogent, well-reasoned response to the above reading. After a brief summary of the article, make a 
claim in response to the questions above. Be sure to use quotations from the article to support your claim 
(“thesis”). Your 150 – 250 word, typed essay must be electronically submitted (see below). 

TIPS: 

• After briefly summarizing the important points of the reading, make a claim (an “argument”) about 
something you find particularly memorable or effective. 

• Back up your claim about the piece by using specific evidence from the text itself to support your 
claim. Quote something, and explain what it means. 

• Try to comment analytically and with insight on the content and/or the structure of the 
piece. 

• SUSTAIN an idea you have in response to the reading and explain why you find it so. 

DUE: Wednesday, October 3 
8 p.m. 

Turn in to the EEE dropbox called “US 12A Diagnostic”. 
1. Go to http://eee.uci.edu 
2. Log in with your UCInetID. 
3. Click on MyEEE. 
4. Under UNI STU 12A COMPUTER GAMES 1 Lec A (87655), click on Dropbox. 
5. Under US 12A Diagnostic, click on Assignment Submission. 
6. Click on Upload Files. 
7. Upload one file with your short essay in it. 

http://eee.uci.edu/

